Supplementary Methods
αS purification αS was purified in E. coli using plasmid pT7-7 encoding for the protein as previously described 1 .
Briefly and eluted with a 0-1 M NaCl step gradient, and then further purified by loading onto a size exclusion Column Hiload 26/60 Superdex 75 preparation grade (GE Healthcare, UK). All the fractions containing the monomeric protein were pooled together and concentrated by using Vivaspin filter devices (Sartorius Stedim Biotech, Germany). The purity of the aliquots after each step was analyzed by SDS-PAGE and the protein concentration was determined from the absorbance at 275 nm using an extinction coefficient of 5600 M -1 cm -1 .
